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This Week in Congress

  

November 1, 2010

  

 

  

Dear Friend,

  

 

  

Welcome to “This Week in Congress.” This week's headlines are:

  

 

    
    -  Remembering U.S. Army Specialist Tom Moffitt   
    -  Saint Francis Community Coming Together   
    -  Hospitals Are Integral to Kansas Communities   
    -  NCAT Will Better Equip Wichita Aviation Workforce   
    -  Commending East Wichita Rotarians for Good Work in Community   
    -  FDIC Chair Sheila Bair Visits Independence   
    -  Community Efforts Improve Education   
    -  Attending Kansas State University’s Homecoming Football Game   
    -  In the Office   
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Remembering U.S. Army Specialist Tom Moffitt

  

 

  

It was a sad honor to attend services at Central Community Church in Wichita on Saturday to
celebrate the life of U.S. Army Specialist Tom Moffitt. While on duty in Afghanistan, Tom’s unit
was attacked by insurgents. On October 24, Tom gave his life in service to our country and will
be buried in Arlington National Cemetery in the near future. Tom was assigned to the 101st
Airborne Division, based in Fort Campbell, Kentucky. He had previously served our country in
South Korea before beginning his tour of duty in Afghanistan this summer. After his service,
Tom planned to farm and ranch in the Flint Hills where he could continue his love of hunting and
fishing and attend KSU. Tom is survived by his parents John and Brenda, and his brother Jake.

  

 

  

The death of this 21 year old Kansan reminds me of my responsibility to serve our country in a
way that honors those who serve our nation, and to acknowledge their sacrifices for freedom
here and around the world.

  

 

  

Robba and I extend our gratitude and sympathies to Tom’s parents for raising a fine son and for
their family’s sacrifice. The loss of Tom, and the loss of all brave service members in the line of
duty, is a somber reminder of the cost of our freedom. All Americans are indebted to Tom and
the many other members of our armed forces for their brave service. Thank you to the hundreds
of members of the Patriot Guard who surrounded the church as an honor guard during the
service. On behalf of all Americans, I pay tribute to the life of Tom Moffitt.
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Share on Facebook  • Tweet this  •  Email&nbsp;this  

  

  

 

  

Saint Francis Community Coming Together

  

 

  

  

On October 19th, a fire broke out at the Good Samaritan Village in Saint Francis. Thanks to the
good work of staff, firefighters and community members, all 48 residents of this assisted living
facility were safely re-located. On Monday, I visited Saint Francis to view the damage from the
fire and thank the members of the community for their team work and quick response to the
emergency. Their efforts are a great example of how Kansas communities come together to
care for one another.

  

 

  

During my visit, I met with Jeff Paulson, Administrator of the Good Samaritan Village and
members of the staff including Darla Walz, Paula Austin, Cathy Loop, and Bonnie Straub. I also
met with George Harper, Saint Francis Fire Chief; Shane Guggenmos, Saint Francis Chief of
Police; Les Lacy, Cheyenne County Hospital Administrator; Ryan Murray, Emergency
Preparedness Manager; Jannelle Bowers, Emergency Medical Service Director, Scott
Carmichael, USD 297 Principal; Karen Krien, Saint Francis Herald Editor and Ward Cassidy
with the Northwest Kansas Educational Service Center. Thanks to the community members for
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their hospitality during my visit. Click here  to view a photo from my visit.

  

 

  

  

 

  

Share on Facebook  • Tweet this  •  Email&nbsp;this  

  

  

Hospitals Are Integral to Kansas Communities 

  

 4 / 8

http://www.jerrymoran.house.gov/index.php?option=com_zoom&amp;Itemid=67&amp;page=view&amp;catid=55&amp;PageNo=1&amp;key=5&amp;hit=1
http://www.addtoany.com/add_to/facebook?linkurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jerrymoran.house.gov%2Findex.php%3Foption%3Dcom_content%26view%3Darticle%26id%3D1883%26Itemid%3D1&amp;type=page&amp;linkname=Congressman%20Jerry%20Moran%27s%20Newsletter%20-%210%2F01%2F10&amp;linknote=
http://www.addtoany.com/add_to/twitter?linkurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jerrymoran.house.gov%2Findex.php%3Foption%3Dcom_content%26view%3Darticle%26id%3D1883%26Itemid%3D1&amp;type=page&amp;linkname=Congressman%20Jerry%20Moran%27s%20Newsletter%20-%210%2F01%2F10&amp;linknote=
http://www.addtoany.com/email?linkurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jerrymoran.house.gov%2Findex.php%3Foption%3Dcom_content%26view%3Darticle%26id%3D1883%26Itemid%3D1&amp;linkname=Congressman%20Jerry%20Moran%27s%20Newsletter%20-%210%2F01%2F10


Congressman Jerry Moran's Newsletter 11-01-10

 

  

This week, I had the opportunity to tour several hospitals in South Central and Southeastern
Kansas to learn how they care for patients in their communities. As Chairman of the House
Rural Health Care Coalition, I work to make sure that Congress considers and addresses the
unique health care needs of rural America. During these visits, I toured the facilities and spoke
with administrators, physicians, nurses and staff about how the new health care reform law will
be implemented and how the law will affect them. Visiting hospitals across our state helps me
better understand the needs of Kansans.

  

  

Anthony Medical Center: I was in Anthony on Thursday to visit Anthony Medical Center
(AMC), a 25-bed Critical Access Hospital providing short term acute care to patients in Anthony
and South Central Kansas. AMC is a member of the Wheat Plains Health Network, which
partners with eight other Critical Access Hospitals. Thanks to Tami Greve, Director of
Marketing, for her hospitality during my visit. Click here  to view a
photo from my visit.

  

 

  

 5 / 8

http://www.jerrymoran.house.gov/index.php?option=com_zoom&amp;Itemid=67&amp;page=view&amp;catid=55&amp;PageNo=1&amp;key=1&amp;hit=1


Congressman Jerry Moran's Newsletter 11-01-10

     Kingman Community Hospital: I also visited Kingman Community Hospital on Thursday,which serves Kansans in and around Kingman County as a part of Ninnescah Valley HealthSystems, Inc (NVHS). KCH is a not-for-profit medical center providing 24-hour emergencyservices, a laboratory, surgical, therapeutic and a variety of other health care services. Thissummer, KCH received the Kansas Hospital Association’s Community Connections Award forits dedication to improving the health and well-being of the community. During the visit, Iparticipated in an educational roundtable discussion with the following individuals: CEO GaryTiller; CFO Kent Hudson; Board member Tiger Craig; Physicians Vicki Moots and ShaneAlexander; Hospital Foundation President Ted Geisert; Foundation Director Anita Graber;Radiology Director Connie Johnson; Dietary Director Barb Culp; Information Systems DirectorJay Gehring; Health Information Services Director Marty Gillen; Engineering Director FredVaughn; Materials Management Director Dave Stucky; Lab Manager Brian Smith; RehabServices Director Gwen Hageman; and Patient Services Director Gayle Easley. Thanks to GaryTiller for coordinating my visit. Click here  to view a photo frommy visit.     

     Coffeyville Regional Medical Center:  I traveled to Coffeyville on Friday to visit CoffeyvilleRegional Medical Center (CRMC). CRMC is a 148-bed licensed hospital. The hospital is acitizen-owned, not-for-profit facility that began in 1949 as Coffeyville Memorial Hospital. In 2006,CRMC sought to build a new Radiation Oncology Center and Safe Room. After securingfunding, the expansion project was launched with a ground breaking in 2009 and the project isscheduled to be completed next year. Thanks to CEO Jerry Marquette for hosting my visit.     Share on Facebook  • Tweet this  •  Email&nbsp;this         NCAT Will Better Equip Wichita Aviation Workforce     Sedgwick County came together this week to celebrate the official opening of the new NationalCenter for Aviation Training (NCAT). I joined residents and many local officials at the ribboncutting ceremony on Wednesday for the new 230,000 square-foot complex that will serve as anational hub for aviation education, training and research. In order to meet the demand for askilled aviation manufacturing workforce, this world-class training facility provides students theopportunity to receive hands-on, real-world training in the areas of general aviationmanufacturing and aircraft and power plant mechanics.      NCAT offers 22 aviation degree and certificate programs and partners with the Wichita AreaTechnical College and Wichita State University’s National Institute for Aviation Research tofurther the research, development and workforce education that makes Wichita the Air Capitalof the World. Construction for NCAT began in March of 2008 and the Center opened for classesin August of this year.     I had the honor of joining Lieutenant Governor Troy Findley, Sedgwick County CommissionChairman Karl Peterjohn and Senior Vice President of Human Resources for Cessna AircraftCompany Jim Walters as a speaker at this special event. Thanks to the Sedgwick CountyCommissioners for inviting me to speak. Click here  to view a photo from my visit.    
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     Share on Facebook  • Tweet this  •  Email&nbsp;this         Commending East Wichita Rotarians for Good Work in Community     While I was in Wichita, I joined members of the East Wichita Rotary Club for their weeklymeeting. As a fellow Rotarian, I enjoy meeting with other Rotarians to learn about their efforts tostrengthen their local communities. I commend East Wichita Rotarians for supporting severalscholarship programs that assist low-income students in pursuing higher education andleadership opportunities. During my visit, I spoke about the challenges facing our nation and thepolicies needed to spur economic growth and create jobs. Congress needs to rein in federalspending and prevent tax hikes in order to create an environment that encourages businessesto grow and create jobs. I also spoke about the importance of Wichita to the economicprosperity of our state. Wichita is an engine for many of the major industries of our state, suchas aviation, agriculture, banking, health care and manufacturing. Thanks to Vice President andPresident-Elect Jim Faith for hosting me.  Click here  to view a photo from the meeting.     

     Share on Facebook  • Tweet this  •  Email&nbsp;this          FDIC Chair Sheila Bair Visits Independence     I joined members of Independence civic clubs this week on Friday to hear from Independencenative Sheila Bair, Chairman of the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC). The FDIC isan independent government agency that was created in 1933 to maintain public confidence inthe nation’s banking system. During her visit, Chairman Bair spoke about the FDIC’s role inhandling bank failures. She said the agency works hard to find buyers for failing banks becauseshe believes the private sector is a better manager of assets than the government. She alsoexpects bank failures to peak this year and decline next year, which will help our economyimprove.     Chairman Bair was also in Independence this week to participate in the 2010 NeewollahFestival, one of the largest and oldest celebrations in Kansas. This festival got started back in1919 as an alternative to Halloween and has continued today, with parades, a hometownmusical, a carnival and much more. I appreciated the opportunity to visit with Kansans fromacross the state who travel to Independence each year during this time. Thanks to former StateSenator Tim Emert for showing me around.     Share on Facebook  • Tweet this  •  Email&nbsp;this        Community Efforts Improve Education     Great things happen when teachers, parents and members of a community join together tosupport the education of students. On Wednesday morning, I witnessed the positive impactcommunity collaboration is having on the students at Olathe Public Schools when I attended theOlathe Public Schools Foundation’s 13th Annual Autumn Breakfast. Founded in 1997, theOlathe Public Schools Foundation builds relationships between schools and local businesses tosupport educational excellence in the public schools. The Foundation has provided more than$4 million in support to Olathe schools and students since its inception. At this week’sfundraiser, the Foundation raised $79,500 to benefit its schools, which is the highest amountever raised at the breakfast.     During the breakfast, Dr. Marlin Berry, superintendent of Olathe Public Schools, gave the Stateof the District Address and three new scholarships for Olathe students were announced. Icommend the Foundation and its Board President Jennifer Mehnert, Vice President DavidReinke, Treasurer Desiree George and Secretary Shannon Wickliffe for their efforts to supportthe students and teachers in Olathe’s public schools. Thanks to Olathe Mayor MichaelCopeland, John Bacon, Ron Ryckman, Marge Vogt, Michael Wilkes, Susan Sherman and TimDanneberg for hosting me at this event. Click here  to view a photo.       
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     Share on Facebook  • Tweet this  •  Email&nbsp;this          Attending Kansas State University’s Homecoming Football Game     On Saturday, I had the opportunity to take in the K-State football game against visitingOklahoma State. My friend and fellow Agriculture Committee member, Congressman FrankLucas of Oklahoma and his wife joined Robba and I for the game. It was a good opportunity towatch a competitive football game and discuss regional partnerships benefitting both Kansasand Oklahoma. Congress has begun to hold hearings in preparation for the next Farm Bill and Ilook forward to working with Congressman Lucas to ensure that our farmers and ranchers cancontinue to feed all Americans and the rest of the world.     I appreciated the time that K-State faculty, staff, and students took to meet with me during thisbusy homecoming weekend. Kansas is fortunate to have such a fine tradition of higher learning.As our state looks to strengthen its future, I am thankful that K-State will help lead the way.Thanks to K-State President Kirk Schultz and Athletic Director John Currie for hosting us.     Share on Facebook  • Tweet this  •  Email&nbsp;this        In the Office     Representatives from the city of Manhattan stopped by my office this week to discusstransportation projects important to the city, and recertification of their levee. In with the groupwere City Commissioner Loren Peppend, Michael Shilling, Diane Gaede, Ty Warner, and FredWillich of Manhattan.     Several Kansans stopped by my Washington, D.C. office this week for a tour of the U.S. Capitolbuilding, including Josh Davies, Kelly Miller and Lisa Gonzales of Hutchinson; Theresa Nelsonand Daniel Paulsen of McPherson; Cher Cicirello of Valley Center and Larry and Rebecca VanDer Wege of Lindsborg.     Share on Facebook  • Tweet this  •  Email&nbsp;this        Contact Me                  It is an honor to serve you in Washington, D.C. Please let me know how I can be ofassistance. To send me an email, click here . You can also click here  to contact me throughone of my Kansas offices or my Washington, D.C., office.     Very truly yours,     Jerry     
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